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52- The Catholic teaching on who wrote the gospels, when? (L)
(Amplified and adapted from an article by Rev. William Saunders http://catholiceducation.org/articles/religion/re0834.htm). 
Introduction: In the wake of the great movie, The Passion of The Christ (2004), and the controversial documentary film titled The God Who Wasn’t There (2005), many have started asking whether the Gospels were written by Mathew, Mark, Luke and John in the first century and whether the Gospel accounts are reliable sources of information on the life, miracles, death, resurrection and teachings of Jesus. Gospel literally means good news. A “Gospel” in the Bible is an account that describes the life of Jesus of Nazareth. The Gospels were considered the "good news" of the coming Kingdom of the Messiah and of redemption through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the central Christian message. The most widely known examples are the four “canonical Gospels” of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  But the term is also used to refer to the apocryphal gospels, non-canonical gospels, the Jewish-Christian gospels and the Gnostic gospels. The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are considered synoptic Gospels on the basis of many similarities among them that are not shared by the Gospel of John The Greek word euangelion (εὐαγγέλιον) is the source of the terms "evangelist" and “evangelism” in English. The authors of the four canonical Christian gospels are known as the Four Evangelists. The Apostle Paul used the term euangelion (gospel) when he reminded the people of the church at Corinth "of the Gospel I preached to you" (1 Cor 15: 1). Collectively, the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, were written during a period of about thirty to seventy years after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  There are three basic reasons why we believe 

the four Gospels were written by the men whose names they bear: 1) The early Church was unanimous in testimony as to the individual authorship of each Gospel. 2) Apart from John, the writers of the various gospels were obscure figures. Why attribute these sacred writings to them if they did not compose them? 3) There was also a tag that was glued on the outside of the scroll that would identify the individual author of the gospel. This made certain the name of the author was retained. The evidence is clear and convincing. The traditional belief that Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John wrote the four Gospels is the only view that fits the known facts.

The origin and authorship of the gospels: Here is a list of four canonical and sixteen non-canonical gospels: 1-4. The Canonical Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 5. The Gospel according to the Hebrews. 6. The Gospel of Peter. 7. The Gospel according to the Egyptians. 8. The Gospel of Matthias. 9. The Gospel of Philip. 10. The Gospel of Thomas.  11. The Proto-Evangelium of James. 12. The Gospel of Nicodemus (Acta Pilati). 13. The Gospel of the Twelve Apostles. 14. The Gospel of Basilides. 15. The Gospel of Valentinus. 16. The Gospel of Marcion. 17. The Gospel of Eve. 18. The Gospel of Judas. 19. The writing Genna Marias. 20. The Gospel Teleioseos. Citing Vatican II's Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (Dei Verbum), the Catechism of the Catholic Church has a very concise presentation on the formation of the four canonical Gospels (CCC # 125-127). The foundational premise is that Holy Mother Church has firmly and with absolute constancy maintained, and continues to maintain, that the four Gospels [Matthew, Mark, Luke and John], "whose historicity she unhesitatingly affirms, faithfully hand on what Jesus, the Son of God, while He lived among men, really did and taught for their eternal salvation, until the day when He was taken up" (Vatican II, Dei Verbum, No. 19, cf. Acts 1: 1-2). "We can distinguish three stages in the formation of the Gospels:  1. The life and teaching of Jesus. The Church holds firmly that the four Gospels, 'whose historicity she unhesitatingly affirms, faithfully hand on what Jesus, the Son of God, while he lived among men, really did and taught for their eternal salvation, until the day when he was taken up.'    2. The oral tradition. 'For, after the ascension of the Lord, the apostles handed on to their hearers what he had said and done, but with that fuller understanding which they, instructed by the glorious events of Christ and enlightened by the Spirit of truth, now enjoyed' [DV, 19]. 3. The written Gospels. 'The sacred authors, in writing the four Gospels, selected certain of the many elements which had been handed on, either orally or already in written form; others they synthesized or explained with an eye to the situation of the churches, the while sustaining the form of preaching, but always in such a fashion that they have told us the honest truth about Jesus.' The sacred authors wrote 'in such a fashion that they have told us the honest truth about Jesus' (CCC # 126; Dei Verbum No. 19).  Therefore to suggest that the third-century Church "wrote" the Gospels in some kind of vacuum, almost to "create" Jesus, is without foundation.       
 Did Matthew, Mark, Luke and John write the Gospels? The evangelists Mathew and John were Jesus’ disciples and apostles, while Mark was Peter’s disciple and Luke was Paul’s disciple. In first century Palestine, authorship meant several things. First, the author meant the individual who actually wrote the text with his own pen. Second, the person who dictated the text to a secretary or scribe was still considered the author. Third, the individual who only provided the ideas or, if the text were written in accord with his thought and in his spirit, was considered the author even though a "ghost writer" may have done the actual composition. In the broadest sense, the individual was even considered the author if the work was written in his tradition; for example, David is given credit for the Psalms even though clearly he did not write all of the Psalms. Whether the final version of the Gospels we have is the word-for-word work of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, is hard to say. Nevertheless, tradition does link the saints to their Gospels. Interestingly, with the recent scholarship on the Dead Sea Scrolls, new evidence points to the traditional authors as the authors of the Gospels attached to their names.

The gospel according to St. Matthew: St. Matthew wrote his Gospel to show that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament, and that His kingdom is the Church which He founded.  St. Matthew (Mt 9:9-13), was the first to compile a collection of Jesus' sayings in the Aramaic language. For this reason, the Gospel of Matthew, at least in a very basic form in Aramaic, is considered the first Gospel and is placed first in the New Testament, although the Gospel of Mark is probably the first in a completed form. St. Irenaeus (d. 200), and Origen (d. ca. 254) again support this authorship. Nevertheless, some scholars doubt Matthew’s direct authorship because we only have the Greek version, not the Aramaic, and no citations are made from the Aramaic version in Church literature. The version of the Gospel we have was probably written about AD 70-80. 

The gospel according to St. Mark: The aim of St. Mark's Gospel is to show, especially from Our Lord's miracles over nature, that Christ is God and that He alone verifies in Himself the Roman title of "Lord of All."  The tradition of the early Church is unanimous in attributing the second Gospel to Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter the Apostle. Identified with the Mark of Acts 12:12 and the Mark of I Peter 5:13, he is mentioned in a quotation contained in a letter from Papias (c. 130), Bishop of Hierapolis: "When Mark became Peter's interpreter, he wrote down accurately, although not in order, all that he remembered of what the Lord had said or done." St. Irenaeus (d. 200) and Clement of Alexandria (d. ca. 215) support this identification. The Gospel of Mark is commonly dated about the year 65-70 in conjunction with the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem. We know that Mark was born in Jerusalem and that his mother's name was Mary. The first Christians used her house as a meeting place. It was there Peter sought refuge after being miraculously freed from prison (Acts 12:12). Quite probably the apostle himself baptized Mark in his own home; he refers to Mark as his son (1 Pet. 5:1), and some authorities identify Mark's house with the cenacle. Mark accompanied Paul on his first apostolic journey, around the year 45, but after reaching Perga in Pamphylia he headed back to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13). At the time of Paul's second journey, Barnabas took Mark, his cousin, on a separate journey. A few years later Mark joined Peter, who gave him a first-hand account of "all that Jesus said and did." 
The gospel according to St. Luke: St. Luke stresses those incidents which illustrate the fact that Christ is Savior of all mankind, of both Jews and Greeks. 
 A Syrian from Antioch, Luke was the inspired author of the third Gospel. A physician by profession, a man of culture with perfect Greek, he was a disciple of Paul and was an early Gentile convert, from about the year 40. He accompanied Paul on his second journey (49-53) from Troas to Philippi (Acts 16:10-37), remaining there for some years, until he again joined Paul toward the end of his third journey (53-58). He stayed with the apostle when Paul was imprisoned in Caesarea; he was with him on his adventurous trip from Caesarea to Rome and during his first Roman captivity (Col. 4:14, Phil. 1:24). St. Luke, the beloved physician and disciple of St. Paul (Col 4:14), has consistently been recognized in Christian tradition as the author of the third Gospel, beginning with St. Irenaeus, Tertullian (d. ca. 225) and Clement of Alexandria. According to the Pontifical Biblical Commission (June 26, 1912), Luke's Gospel must have been written before the destruction of Jerusalem in the year 70. Since it was written before Acts, and since Acts finishes with a description of Paul's ministry toward the end of his first captivity in Rome (the year 63), this Gospel can be dated at the latest at the end of 62 or the beginning of 63. The same Commission confirmed the inspiration and canonicity of the third Gospel and its authenticity. 

The gospel according to St. John: St. John wrote his Gospel partly with a view to supplementing those of his predecessors but principally to show that Christ was God and the Light of the World. St. Irenaeus identified the author of the fourth Gospel as St. John the Apostle. He did so based on the instruction of his own teacher, St. Polycarp (d. ca. 155), who himself was a disciple of St. John. This is explicitly recognized by tradition and witnessed to by, among others, Papias, the Muratorian fragment, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian and Origen. It is also borne out by the internal evidence of the text: the author's familiarity with Jewish customs, the wealth of detail which gives the narrative a special freshness and the originality which could only come from an eyewitness. Also, scholars generally agree that "the beloved disciple" mentioned in the Gospel is St. John. This Gospel was written probably about 80-90. Whether the actual saint wrote word-for word, a student did some later editing, or a student actually wrote what had been taught by the saint, we must remember the texts — whole and entire — are inspired by the Holy Spirit. Yes, the human authors used their skills and language with a view to an audience; however, they wrote what God wanted written. The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation clearly asserted, "Since, therefore, all that the inspired authors, or sacred writers affirm should be regarded as affirmed by the Holy Spirit, we must acknowledge that the books of Sacred Scripture firmly, faithfully, and without error, teach that truth, which God, for the sake of our salvation, wished to see confided to the Sacred Scriptures" (No. 11). So, no matter who put the finishing touches on them, we hold Sacred Scripture to be sacred, inspired and truly the Word of God.

Sources& 
Resources:                                                                                                          1) 
http://catholiceducation.org/articles/religion/re0834.htm                                                2) 
http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answers/gospels_historical.htm 
3) 
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=1352                            4)     http://www.christendom-awake.org/pages/mcgovern/gospelshistory.htm    5) 
http://www.catholic.com/magazine/articles/are-the-gospels-myth                                      6) 
http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Four_Gospel_Chart.htm                                               7)         http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06655b.htm
8)        http://www.catholicapologetics.info/apologetics/protestantism/wbible.htm 
