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#66: 
Ephesians (L/13) 

http://old.usccb.org/nab/bible/ephesians/intro.htm 

Introduction

Ephesians is the great Pauline letter about the Church. It deals, however, not so much with a congregation in the city of Ephesus in Asia Minor as with the worldwide Church, the Head of which is Christ (Eph 4:15), the purpose of which is to be the instrument for making God's plan of salvation known throughout the universe (Eph 3:9-10). Yet this ecclesiology is anchored in God's saving love, shown in Jesus Christ (Eph 2:4-10), and the whole of Redemption is rooted in the plan and accomplishment of the Triune God (Eph 1:3-14). The language is often that of doxology (Eph 1:3-14), and prayer (cf Eph 1:15-23; 3:14-19), indeed of liturgy and hymns (Eph 3:20-21; 5:14).

The majestic chapters of Ephesians emphasize the unity in the Church of Christ that has come about for both Jews and Gentiles within God's household (Eph 1:15-2:22, especially Eph 2:11-22), and indeed the "seven unities" of Church, Spirit, hope; one Lord, Faith, and Baptism; and the One God (Eph 4:4-6). Yet the concern is not with the Church for its own sake but rather as the means for mission in the world (Eph 3:1-4:24). The gifts Christ gives its members are to lead to growth and renewal (Eph 4:7-24). Ethical admonition is not lacking, either; all aspects of human life and relationships are illumined by the light of Christ (Eph 4:25-6:20).

The letter is seemingly addressed by Paul to Christians in Ephesus (Eph 1:1), a place where the Apostle labored for well over two years (Acts 19:10). Yet there is a curiously impersonal tone to the writing for a community with which Paul was so intimately acquainted (cf Eph 3:2 and Eph 4:21). There are no personal greetings (cf Eph 6:23). More significantly, important early manuscripts omit the words "in Ephesus" (see the note on Eph 1:1). Many therefore regard the letter as an encyclical or "circular letter" sent to a number of churches in Asia Minor, the addressees to be designated in each place by its bearer, Tychicus (Eph 6:21-22). Others think that Ephesians is the letter referred to in Col 4:16 as "to the Laodiceans."

Paul, who is designated as the sole author at Eph 1:1, is described in almost unparalleled terms with regard to the significant role he has in God's plan for bringing the Gentiles to faith in Christ (Eph 3:1-12). Yet at the time of writing he is clearly in prison (Eph 3:1; 4:1; 6:20), suffering afflictions (Eph 3:13). Traditionally this "Captivity Epistle" has, along with Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon, been dated to an imprisonment in Rome, likely in A.D. 61-63. Others appeal to an earlier imprisonment, perhaps in Caesarea (Acts 23:27-27:2). Since the early nineteenth century, however, much of critical scholarship has considered the letter's style and use of words (especially when compared with Colossians), its concept of the Church, and other points of doctrine put forward by the writer as grounds for serious doubt about authorship by Paul. The letter may then be the work of a secretary writing at the apostle's direction or of a later disciple who sought to develop Paul's ideas for a new situation around A.D. 80-100.

The principal divisions of the Letter to the Ephesians are the following:

I. Address (Eph 1:1-14)

II. Unity of the Church in Christ (Eph 1:15-2:22)

III. World Mission of the Church (Eph 3:1-4:24)

IV. Daily Conduct, an Expression of Unity (Eph 4:25-6:20)

V. Conclusion (Eph 6:21-24).

EPHESIANS 

http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/1993/9312ntg.asp TOWARD the end of his second apostolic journey (in the year 52), Paul stayed for a while in Ephesus (Acts 18:19ff), one of the great cities of Asia Minor, where he preached and founded the Church to which this letter is addressed. Shortly after this, a distinguished personality, Apollos, appeared in Ephesus; he received instruction from Aquila and his wife Priscilla, two disciples of Paul (cf. Acts 18:24-26), and he, in his turn, prepared the ground for Paul's preaching (54-56). Paul's visit was not without incident (cf. Acts 19-20): He was forced to leave the city because of an uproar caused by Demetrius the silversmith.  

Paul did not forget the Ephesians, and, from Rome, he wrote them this letter. Some scholars think that this was really a circular letter, addressed to all the churches--on the grounds that there are no personal references in it, nor does it have the opening greeting and the sign-off which are so characteristic of the Apostle's letters. Without the heading (which is not included in some codices), this theory makes sense. However, the more common opinion, among ancient and modern scholars alike, is that the letter was addressed in the first instance to the Ephesians--not just because of the title it bears but because this is confirmed by Irenaeus, the Muratorian fragment, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian and others.

Paul's main purpose in writing seems to be to explore the great mystery of the Redemption, of which Christ Himself is the cornerstone (2:20), the foundation of the entire spiritual building into whom all Christians should be built. The letter therefore divides into two main parts:  

1. Dogmatic section (1:2-3:21): Here Paul shows that the benefits of the Redemption are available to everyone: Everyone is predestined from before the creation of the world to become a son of God; both Jews and Gentiles are called, without distinction, to be one in Christ Jesus, to make up one Body, the new People of God, the Church.  

This union of all in Christ is the expressed will of God the Father; it is merited through the Redemption wrought by the Son and brought to fulfillment in people's souls through the action of the Holy Spirit. To proclaim this mystery to the Gentiles, God chose Paul.  

A direct implication of this teaching is that Christians should have an open, universal, ecumenical outlook. "If the Church is to be in a position to offer all men the mystery of salvation and the life brought by God, then it must implant itself among all these groups [people who do not know the Gospel message] in the same way as Christ, by his Incarnation, committed himself to the particular social and cultural circumstances of the men among whom he lived."  

2. Ethical section (4:1-6:9) In the second part of the letter the apostle exhorts all Christians to live one and the same Faith, to be consistent with their Faith; that is, he encourages them to practice solidarity, to seek always what unites, and to avoid anything which gets in the way of the peace and love which should flow from this solidarity, this unity, which is one of the characteristics of the true Church. He specifically reminds them of duties involved in marriage and family life--teaching which still applies today: Referring to Christian married couples, Vatican II says that "in virtue of the sacrament of Matrimony by which they signify and share (cf. Eph 5:32) the mystery of the unity and faithful love between Christ and his Church, they help one another to attain holiness in their married life and in the rearing of their children. Hence, by reason of their state in life and of their position they have their own gifts in the People of God." 
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