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# 54: Catholic teaching on the devil and devil worship (L-13)
Among the several books about Satan, the most popular book is the Satanic Bible. The best selling novel, The Exorcist, sold more than a million copies in the last century, and the movie by that name, based on the book, set an all-time, box-office record. There are a growing number of satanic organizations throughout the country, national like the American Satanic Brotherhood and local churches of Satan are being organized and legally recognized.  The official website of the Church of Satan is http://www.churchofsatan.com/Pages/index.html.  At one time, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen said that God’s name is “I AM WHO AM”, while the devil mocks God by saying, “I am who am not." Modern agnostics and atheists deny the existence of the devil calling the devil a figment of the imagination.  But Jesus Christ believed in a being called the devil. The synonyms for Satan in Sacred Scripture are the Evil One, Beelzebub, the Accuser, the Tempter, the Great Dragon and the Ancient Serpent. The word "devil" is derived from the Greek diabolos, meaning an accuser or a slanderer, and the word "satan" comes from the Hebrew verb satan, meaning to oppose, to harass someone. 

Teaching of the Gospels and Sacred Tradition: Sacred Scripture and the Church’s Tradition see in this being a fallen angel, called "Satan" or the "devil.’’ Based on the teaching and example of Jesus (Mt 4:1-11; 12:22-30; Mk 1:34; Lk 10:18; 22:31; Jn 8:44), the Catholic Church has always held that the devil is real, not a mythical personification of evil. The Fourth Lateran Council (1215), in its decree condemning the Manichaean dualism of the Catharists, taught that "the devil and the other evil spirits were created good in nature, but they became evil by their own actions." Jesus identified Satan as the Prince of this World, the Father of Lies, Prince of Darkness and the Murderer. 
Apostolic teaching on devil as our real enemy: St. Paul writes about the power of the devil in several places: 2 Corinthians 4:4:  “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, Who is the likeness of God.” Ephesians 2:1-2: “And you He made alive, when you were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.” Concerning spiritual warfare and immortal combat, St. Paul says, in Ephesians 6 : 10-18, "Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, put on the armor of God, that you may be able to resist on the evil day  and, having done everything, to hold your ground. So stand fast, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the Gospel of peace; besides all these, taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the word of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication." From the words of Paul, one can readily see that he considers the devil to be a real enemy. John the apostle adds to this teaching of St. Paul: “We know that we are of God, and the whole world is in the power of the evil one.” (1 John 5:19). But St. John reminds us, "It was to destroy the devil’s works that the Son of God revealed Himself" (1 Jn 3:8). St. Peter warned, "Stay sober and alert. Your opponent the devil is prowling like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour" (1 Pt 5:8).

Catechism of the Catholic Church on devil: "The devil and the other demons were indeed created naturally good by God, but they became evil by their own doing (CCC #391). Scripture speaks of a sin of these angels. This "fall" consists in the free choice of these created spirits, who radically and irrevocably rejected God and his reign. We find a reflection of that rebellion in the tempter's words to our first parents: "You will be like God." (see New Age/Occult) The devil "has sinned from the beginning"; he is "a liar and the father of lies." (CCC #392). The Catechism admits, "It is a great mystery that providence should permit diabolical activity, but ‘we know that in everything God works for good with those who love him’" (CCC #395). Scripture witnesses to the disastrous influence of the one Jesus calls "a murderer from the beginning" (John 8: 44), who would even try to divert Jesus from the mission received from his Father. "The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil" (1 John 3: 8). In its consequences, the gravest of these works was the mendacious seduction that led man to disobey God. "The power of Satan is, nonetheless, not infinite. He is only a creature, powerful from the fact that he is pure spirit, but still a creature. He cannot prevent the building up of God's reign. Although Satan may act in the world out of hatred for God and His Kingdom in Christ Jesus, and although his action may cause grave injuries – of a spiritual nature and, indirectly, even of a physical nature – to each man and to society, the action is permitted by divine providence which, with strength and gentleness, guides human and cosmic history. It is a great mystery that providence should permit diabolical activity, but 'we know that in everything God works for good with those who love him' (Romans 8: 28)" (CCC #395). 

The Liturgy and Papal teaching: The Church's teaching on the subject is clear from its liturgy. At baptism, those to be baptized are called upon to reject Satan, his works, and his empty promises. The Church provides an official rite of exorcism, which presupposes, of course, the existence of Satan. In 1975 the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship issued a document called Christian Faith and Demonology. It explained the Church's teaching on the subject. This document quotes Pope Paul VI's teaching regarding the devil: “It is a departure from the picture provided by Biblical and Church teaching to refuse to acknowledge the devil's existence; to regard him as . . . a conceptual and fanciful personification of the unknown causes of our misfortunes.” Pope John Paul II, in his general audience of August 13, 1986, expounded at length the fall of the angels and, in speaking on the origin of Satan, said, when, by an act of his own free will, he rejected the truth that he knew about God, Satan became the cosmic "liar and the father of lies" (Jn 8:44). For this reason, he lives in radical and irreversible denial of God and seeks to impose on creation--on the other beings created in the image of God and in particular on people -- his own tragic "lie about the good" that is God.
Satanism or devil worship in modern times:  According to Father Andrew McNair LC (theology professor at Mater Ecclesiae College in Greenville, Rhode Island) (Catholic.net), (http://www.catholic.net/index.php?option=dedestaca&id=2303)  "The occult movement of Satanism ranks number one among teens and young adults as their preferred spirituality." Pointing to literature, television and Hollywood movies, he argues that the occult, White magic and Black magic, are prevalent topics that pervasively and negatively influence teens and young adults.  We could dismiss the ascendancy of Satanism in the United States as a fad of the young, something they will grow out of with time. In others words, it’s nothing to worry about. Father Andrew McNair says that this is the wrong approach to the spiritual and cultural phenomenon of Satanism. People need to understand that Satanic spirituality leaves deep spiritual and psychological scars on its victims. Christians should know how to recognize and combat satanic spirituality. Where do we begin? Let’s begin by reaffirming a basic truth: Satan exists. His demonic minions exist. Scripture and Tradition depict Satan as the supreme evil leader of the fallen angels who seek to disrupt God’s plan of salvation for humanity. Yet, despite warnings from Scripture and Tradition about the lure of Satanism, teens and young adults see involvement in Satanic occultism as an acceptable cultural and social option. Why? Satanic occultism wears the deceptive guise of white magic. 

White magic employs the use of occult powers to do good. Black magic, on the other hand, uses occult powers to do evil. The entertainment industry cleverly hammers the notion of white magic into inattentive minds. Take for example, CBS' popular TV program, “Ghost Whisperer.” The show tells the story of an attractive young woman who chats with the dead. She uses her occult powers to help the dead finish pending matters with family and friends in this life before helping them cross over to the other side. Viewers can’t help but think this a wonderful way to help others. But is it really? Another very popular CBS TV program called “Moonlight” throws a positive spin on the occult. In this program, a tall imposing vampire works as a private detective to make amends for past crimes he committed as a vampire. He no longer sucks blood from the necks of the innocent. He now keeps a stock of fresh blood in his fridge to quench his thirst. How consoling. On the literary front, we find a plethora of books, magazines and columns that speak highly of the occult. For the last few years, the No. 1 best-selling novel in the United States and abroad (Harry Potter series) narrates a story about a young boy wizard who uses white magic to duel the most powerful and evil wizard ever known. Millions of youth, worldwide, look up to this courageous wizard as a perfect role model. Can a sorcerer or warlock be a role model? The overall message of the white magic argument is clear: Magic is not bad in itself. It depends, like many things, on how you use it. In view of this assertion, white magic wins approval and respectability in the minds of many. Here, we need to make an important moral clarification. The difference often made between white magic and black magic is woefully erroneous. The goodness or badness of an act of witchcraft or magic is not determined by the purpose of its use. Its moral quality comes from its origin. The origin of all occult powers is the demonic realm. Consequently, all magic involving the use of occult powers is intrinsically evil. The Catechism of the Catholic Church makes this point abundantly clear: “All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one’s service and have a supernatural power over others — even if this were for the sake of restoring their health — are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the intervention of demons” (No. 2117). The best defense against the lure of Satanic influence is an intense life of grace. In the words of St. Paul, the Church invites us to “Put on the full armor of God so as to be able to resist the devil’s tactics.” This will permit us to utter effectively the powerful words of Christ in the hour of temptation, “Get thee behind me, 
Satan!” (L-13)
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