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41- Danger of moral relativism ((L) Moral relativism is the view that ethical standards, morality, and positions of right or wrong are culturally based and therefore subject to a person's individual choice. In other words, it is a philosophy that asserts that there is no global, absolute moral law that applies to all people, for all time, and in all places, that is, that there are no absolutes and there is no objective right or wrong. Consequently, gay rights are now being equated with civil rights, and those proclaiming that homosexuality is a sin are called homophobic and intolerant. Moral relativism usually includes three claims: that morality is first, changeable; second, subjective; and third, individual.  The Moral Relativist embraces the view that one should not judge other cultures or individuals, for to do so would be intolerant.  Moral rules are merely personal preferences and/or the result of one’s cultural, sexual or ethnic orientation.[We can all decide what is right for ourselves. You decide what's right for you, and I'll decide what's right for me. Moral Relativism says, "It's true for me, if I believe it." In a nutshell, Moral Relativism is the idea that moral principles are based on a person's culture (such as where and when one lives, one's education, one's age, and one's level of wealth) and, therefore, is subject to individual choice. Taken to an extreme, Moral Relativism rejects the idea that there are objective rights and wrongs. What is right for one person is not necessarily right for another person, and vice-versa. Each person decides what is right for himself. But Christianity proclaims that there are absolute moral norms that apply to all persons in all places at all times. Moral Relativism denies that there are moral norms.  Many atheists and pantheists are Moral Relativists. Summing up the Moral Relativist philosophy, Friedrich Nietzsche, one of the fathers of Moral Relativism wrote, “You have your way, I have my way. As for the right way, it does not exist.” Nietzsche reasoned that since “God is dead,” all traditional values have died with Him. Nietzsche rejected the “soft” values of Christianity like brotherly love, turning the other cheek, charity, compassion, etc. He felt that they hindered man’s creativity and potential. But Albert Einstein summed up the correct position in this matter when he said, “You are right in speaking of the moral foundations of science, but you cannot turn round and speak of the scientific foundations of morality.”

The seriousness of the problem:  Studies indicate 75% of American college professors currently teach that there is no such thing as right and wrong. Rather, they treat the questions of good and evil as relative to "individual values and cultural diversity." That is why in 1997, then-Cardinal Ratzinger described Moral Relativism as, "the central problem of the faith at the present time." In his September 19, 1796 Farewell Address to the nation, George Washington stated: "Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, Religion and Morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of Patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great Pillars." The world has achieved brilliance without wisdom, power without conscience. Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants. The theories of evolution and Moral Relativism go hand-in-hand, because evolution teaches that life is accidental, without meaning or purpose. Therefore, anything a person does is OK, because it ultimately doesn't matter. “The logic of chance origins has driven our society into rewriting the rules, so that utility has replaced duty, self-expression has unseated authority, and being good has become feeling good. These new rules plunge the moral philosopher into a veritable vortex of relativisations. All absolutes die the death of a thousand qualifications. Life becomes a pin-ball game, whose rules, though they be few, are all instrumental and not meaningful in themselves, except as a means to the player's enjoyment.” (Ravi Zacharias, in A Shattered Visage: The Real Face of Atheism). More than four out of five North Americans believe a decline in morals is the continent's gravest problem and that ethics should be taught in the schools. One result of this concern is that entire new specialities have grown up overnight. Today Medical Ethics, Business Ethics, Environmental Ethics and Legal Ethics are not only serious endeavours but required curricular studies in respected professional schools across the land. Ethics has been spoken of as a "growth industry". 
The Christian view of morality is based on the truth that  God does exist, that He is interested in our behavior and that any ideas of "morality" that do not take Him into account are doomed to failure. We should recognize that without the existence of God, “The Cause of the Universe”, there are no moral absolutes.  All things created are subject to a set of laws, whether natural or divine. Christian morality presupposes that God revealed Himself to man through His word – the Bible. Since God does exist, He has created us for some purpose, and He is ultimately going to judge us by the criteria of His choosing, it is obviously important to find out what He thinks about it all. The Bible gives us the principles of right and wrong. The most basic principle of the Christian moral life is the awareness that every person bears the dignity of being made in the image of God. God has given us an immortal soul and through the gifts of intelligence and reason, He enables us to understand the order of things established in His creation, to recognize right and wrong  and to distinguish them from one another. “Conscience is a judgment of reason by which the human person recognizes the moral quality of a concrete act.” (CCC #1796). Scripturally and theologically, the Christian moral life begins with a loving relationship with God, a covenant love made possible by the sacrifice of Christ. The Commandments and other moral rules are given to us as ways of protecting the values that foster love of God and others. They provide us with ways to express love, sometimes by forbidding whatever contradicts love. To live the moral life requires God’s assistance called grace. The Catechism speaks of this in terms of life in Christ and the inner presence of the Holy Spirit, actively enlightening our conscience – our moral compass -- and supplyingus with the spiritual strength to do the right thing. The grace that comes to us from Christ in the Spirit is as essential as love and rules, and, in fact, grace makes love and keeping the rules possible.

The basis of all Catholic Christian morality is our belief in the God Who created all things and in Jesus Who taught us even better how to live. We believe we are created in God’s image and that we, and all creation, are basically good. Yet we recognize our own tendencies toward evil, especially in an excess of our desires. The Ten Commandments are part of the code given by God to the early Israelites that helped them to live better lives in relationship with Yahweh. We believe in the same values, with certain changes because of our knowledge of Jesus Christ. We believe Jesus, as God-become-human, “God among us,” has most truly shown us how to live. Our moral life is based on trying to live and treat others as Jesus did. Jesus demanded faith of his followers (miracles only happened for people of faith), and ongoing conversion (repentance), recognizing that we will never do all that we could. It is not always easy to follow Jesus' teachings. The Catholic Church maintains the ideal that we all should be trying to live a perfect life. Since (as we know all too well), living this perfect life is not possible for us children of Adam and Eve unaided, God has given us sacraments like Reconciliation, the penitential rites at Mass, and one time during the year (Lent) when we try to focus on our own lives and how we are continually called to be better. We must, as Jesus’ followers, always continue to strive to be better, without focusing on the mistakes of the past. Catholic moral teachings can be divided roughly into two types: social teachings (involving all of society) and personal teachings (involving each individual's call to live a moral life).
Evolution of morality: The Catholic Encyclopedia article on Ethics makes the following observation: “A new epoch in ethics begins with the dawn of Christianity. Ancient paganism never had a clear and definite concept of the relation between God and the world, of the unity of the human race, of the destiny of man, of the nature and meaning of the moral law. Christianity first shed full light on these and similar questions. As St. Paul teaches (Romans 2:24 sq.), God has written His moral law in the hearts of all men, even of those outside the influence of Christian Revelation.  This law manifests itself in the conscience of every man and is the norm according to which the whole human race will be judged on the day of reckoning. In consequence of their perverse inclinations, this law had to a great extent become obscured and distorted among the pagans. Christianity, however, restored it to its pristine integrity. Thus, too, ethics received its richest and most fruitful stimulus. Proper ethical methods were now unfolded, and philosophy was in a position to follow up and develop these methods by means supplied from its own store-house.” According to the Westminster Dictionary of Christian Ethics, "There is no 'Christian ethics' that would deny the authority of the Bible, for apart from scripture the Christian church has no enduring identity." The Ten Commandments are an example of God telling his people what is acceptable.  Christian churches have always considered it a part of their calling to teach, reprove, correct, and train in righteousness, and they have always considered the Bible "profitable" for that task. With virtually one voice, the churches have declared that the Bible is an authority for moral discernment and judgment.

Biblical basis of morality: Various issues today are informed by passages in the Old and New Testaments. For example, although scripture is mostly silent on abortion, various elements of scripture inform Christian ethical views on this topic, including Genesis 4:1; Job 31:15; Isaiah 44:24, 49:1, 5; and Jeremiah 1:5, among others. The Old Testament provides advice on adultery in Exodus's seventh commandment, as does the New Testament Gospel of Matthew. Christian views on divorce are informed by verses in Deuteronomy, Matthew, Mark, and others. Homosexuality is discussed in the Old and New Testament as well; for example, male homosexual acts merit the death penalty in Leviticus 18. Constraints on sexual conduct are heavily discussed in the Bible's Old and New Testaments. For example, The Old Testament "presents procreative marriage as the norm" (Humanae Vitae). With the rejection of the doctrine of papal infallibility and the Roman Magisterium as the absolute religious authority, each individual, at least in principle, became the arbiter in matters pertaining to faith and morals. The Reformers held fast to Sola Scriptura and many endeavored to construct an ethical system directly from the scriptures. The phrase "What would Jesus do?" (often abbreviated to WWJD) became popular in the United States in the 1990s and as a personal motto for adherents of Evangelical Christianity who used the phrase as a reminder of their belief in a moral imperative to act in a manner that would demonstrate the Love of Jesus through the actions of the adherents. (L)
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