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Morality of pornography (Year of Faith Adult Faith Formation Lesson no. 8) L. Introduction: The Longford report defines pornography as "the commercial exploitation of sex designed to stimulate sexual excitement. The word pornography comes from a Greek phrase meaning “writing about prostitutes.” The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines pornography as "removing real or simulated sexual acts from the intimacy of the partners, in order to display them deliberately to third parties" (no. 2337). It teaches that pornography "is a grave offense," meaning objectively in the area of mortal sin. Sadly, 89 percent of porn is created in the U.S. The pornography industry revenues ($12 billion per year) are greater than the revenues of the top technology companies combined: Microsoft, Google, Amazon, eBay, Yahoo!, Apple, Netflix and EarthLink. (Source: Pornography Statistics-2007). Of that, the Internet pornography industry generates $2.5 to 3 billion dollars in annual revenue. 260 new porn sites go online daily. 12 percent of all Web sites are porn. 25 percent of all search engine requests are for porn. 35 percent of all Internet downloads are pornographic. Every second 28,258 internet users are viewing pornography. A total of 40 million U.S. adults regularly visit pornography websites. Just one example of the extent of this industry is that in the year 2002, 630 million "adult" videos were rented in the United States. Moreover, the Internet is the cheapest, fastest and most anonymous pornography source. Internet pornographers made over $1 billion in revenues dealing their merchandise online. Internet pornography is especially appealing to many because of its three qualities of accessibility, affordability, and anonymity---what psychologists call the “Triple-A Engine” that drives internet pornography consumption. The threat of pornography over the Internet cannot be discounted. 
Why is pornography evil and sinful? Pornography destroys people spiritually because it denies the purity, privacy and purpose of sex. The Catechism of the Catholic Church gives three reasons. First, pornography offends against the virtue of chastity. Called to lead a chaste life, each Christian must respect the sanctity of his own human sexuality by exercising it only in marriage relationship which reflects the sacramental union of husband and wife. Second, pornography offends the dignity of the participants (actors, vendors, public). Each one is exploited himself or exploits others in some way for personal pleasure or gain. In all, the dignity of the human being — whether the person posing, the person producing, the person distributing, or the person enjoying — is debased. Third, those who engage in pornography immerse themselves in a fantasy world, withdrawing from reality. Pornography entices a person to withdraw into a selfish world of perverted fantasy which may later be acted out to the detriment of oneself and others. This problem has increased dramatically, since the Internet offers "virtual reality" sexual interaction. 
Biblical teaching on sexual morality: Jesus warns in the Sermon on the Mount:  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.” (Matthew 5:27-30). St. Paul exhorts against sexual immorality: “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry’’ (Colossians 3:5). The Bible asks, "Can a man take fire into his bosom and not be burned" (Proverbs 6:27).  The answer is “No.” St. Paul gives the warning: "Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). The psalmist gives a rule: "I will not set before my eyes anything that is base.” Perverseness of heart shall be far from me.” I will know nothing of evil." (Psalm 101:3-4).     Job made a covenant that he would not fix his eyes upon potential objects of lust, "I have made a covenant with my eyes; how then could I look upon a virgin?" (Job 31:1). If you struggle with pornography, rededicate your life to God, and your struggle with pornography will lessen each day. Proverbs says that this sexual intoxication is only to take place between a married man and woman: “Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth,19 a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love. 20 Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with a forbidden woman and embrace the bosom of an adulteress? “(Proverbs 5: 18-20).

Spiritual cancer: Pornography is a cancer that is producing sexual perverts, that is destroying the traditional family unit and that is eating at the very roots of our country. Dr. Victor Cline posited four progressive effects of pornography: (1) addiction, where the need to view pornographic materials leads to a loss of free control over behavior; (2) escalation, where the person becomes more dissatisfied with normal sexual behavior and delves into progressively harder core pornography, usually to attain the same level of sensation and arousal; (3) desensitization, whereby the user is no longer morally sensitive to the shocking, illegal, repulsive, perverted or immoral quality of the material, but instead views it as acceptable and begins to look upon others as objects; and (4) acting out, where the fantasizing becomes overt behavior. William Struthers, a bio-psychologist, explains the effects on men: “Men seem to be wired in such a way that pornography hijacks the proper functioning of their brains and has a long-lasting effect on their thoughts and lives.” MRI research shows that exposing a young person’s developing brain to pornography rewires neural connections to create a lasting addiction to pleasure-inducing brain chemicals and can create a chemical addiction in the same way cocaine does. 

Damaging social effects of pornography: Pornography has a devastating impact upon all of society, especially women and young children. Pornography teaches that women enjoy "forced" or perverse sexual activity; advocates prostitution, exhibitionism, and voyeurism as normal behavior; and regards women as sex objects to be used for one’s self-gratification. For some men, the regular use of pornography normalizes aggression toward women in sexual and other interpersonal encounters, and increases the tolerance for such aggression against women in the larger culture. Sadly, the greatest impact may be on the young, especially males 12 through 17 years of age, because pornography portrays sexual activity outside of marriage as acceptable without the dire consequences of AIDS or other venereal diseases, and without the responsibility toward conceiving a human life. 
Betrayal of marital relationship: While some individuals try to justify the use of pornography to enhance their marital intimacy, the majority of these individuals fantasize about those characters and scenes in the pornographic materials rather than their spouses.  Such a situation reduces the sacred love between spouses into an adulterous act — one spouse using the other’s body as a source of sexual self-gratification while "making love" to a fantasy figure. The addicted party wants his partner to participate in sexual activities that she finds objectionable or uncomfortable. Besides, the addicted husband blames his partner for his sexual problems. Dr. Cline reported, "Partners almost always report feeling betrayed, devalued, deceived, ignored, abused, and unable to compete with fantasy." No wonder the American Psychiatric Association found that 20 percent of porn addicts divorce or separate because of their addiction.

 Pornography and crimes: A proven direct correlation exists between crimes of rape, prostitution, child abuse and the physical abuse of a spouse to the proliferation of pornographic materials and the presence of live porn and sexually-oriented businesses in a community. Several examples support the correlation: In 1991, the Los Angeles Police Department found in a period of ten years that pornography was involved in two-thirds of all child molestation cases. One out of every six persons in our federal and state prisons is a sex offender, and sex crimes are second only to drug crimes. Finally, in 1988, the Federal Bureau of Investigation reported that 81 percent of violent sexual offenders regularly read or viewed violent pornography. It is an established fact (stats coming) that child molesters regularly use pornography to seduce their prey, to lower the inhibitions of their young victims and to serve as a kind of “instruction manual." In a study of 36 serial sex murderers interviewed by the FBI, 81 percent admitted using pornography. Of those studied, 87 percent of girl child molesters and 77 percent of boy child molesters admitted to regular use of pornography. According to Kinsey’s data, decriminalizing pornography came about when the U.S. Supreme Court accepted the revolutionary Model Penal Code with its recommendation of drastically reducing the penalties for its 52 major sex crimes. In the new Model Penal Code sexual activities such as sodomy, incest, pedophilia, and bestiality are within customary limits. (“The Kinsey Corruption: An Expose on the Most Influential ‘Scientist’ Of Our Time” by Susan Brinkman). 
Christian responsibility: As Christians we must be on guard against pornography, not only avoiding any use, but also rejecting any image or thought which may arise accidentally, such as when we innocently go to a movie. We must be very prudent in selecting what we view and even to what we listen. We must protest against those sources of pornography that are infecting and debasing our society. Moreover, in our prayers, we must pray for the virtue of chastity, begging the Lord for the grace to be chaste and to respect the dignity of all individuals, especially those members of the opposite sex. If we should fail, and we purposely participate in some form of pornography or accept some form of pornographic imagery or thoughts which may not have been deliberately sought after but nevertheless accepted, we need to repent, go to confession and receive absolution. The Catechism teaches that pornography "is a grave offense," meaning objectively in the area of mortal sin. Never do we want to make light of this sin and allow it to take root in our lives.

How can you help to fight porn? 1) If you are a parent, help your children to realize what’s wrong and evil about porn, set your search engine to “safe search” mode, put porn-blocking software in their computers and check their browser history periodically. Family Shield (http://www.opendns.com/home-solutions/parental-controls#family) is a new free tool that can quickly give you a tool to restrict what your kids are looking up online. You can find search engines for kids also in http://www.getnetwise.com/  offering free downloadable filtering software, and information about kid-safe browsers. 2) When you see a blog with objectionable material, be it text or images; highlight it to the blog administrators. 3) When people pass around pornographic images, whether by email or mobile phone, make your disapproval heard and your disgust known. 4) Talk about it openly with friends and talk against it. 5) Report porn spam to internet service providers. Provide them with the IP address and sample of the spam. 6) If you see VCD or DVD vendors selling porn material, anonymously tip off the police. 7) If you see objectionable material being broadcast on television complain to the relevant authorities. 8) If you see indecent, but not obscene material, broadcast on television, complain to advertisers who buy air time for commercials on those programs. 9) Force Government to enact bills to protect children from pornography. The Protecting Children from Internet Pornographers Act of 2011 (H.R. 1981) was a bill designed with the stated intention of increasing enforcement of laws related to the prosecution of child pornography and child sexual exploitation offenses. But it met with large scale opposition from the Internet businesses and Civil liberty unions as  curtailing of civil liberties and the right to freedom of expression. (L/12)
Sources: 1) Catholic perspective http://www.unityrestored.com/index.php?showPage=16 
2) http://catholicwriter.wordpress.com/2007/03/01/how-you-can-help-to-fight-porn/
3) http://www.usccb.org/catecheticalsunday/2010/families-meier.pdf 

4) (http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/columns/williamsaunders/straightanswers/addictedtoporn.asp)
5) http://catholicwriter.wordpress.com/2007/04/16/the-problem-of-pornography/ Friends, I hate porn. And here’s why. (Rev. Eric Simmons)
I hate porn because it is a perversion of what God created in man and woman.

I hate porn because it exploits women made in the image of God into an image made for a man’s lust.

I hate porn because it objectifies women into a consumable product instead of a glorious image-bearing creature of God.

I hate porn because I love women—in particular my wife and three daughters.

I hate porn because it takes the soul satisfying experience of sex with a covenantally-committed spouse and turns it into a twisted soul shrinking experience of self-sex.

I hate porn because it turns sons and daughters of God into slaves of sex.

I hate porn because it turns potential missionaries into impotent Christians.

I hate porn because it destroys marriage, many before they even begin.

I hate porn because it extends adolescence and keeps men boys.

I hate porn because it lies to men about beauty and leads men to look for a porn star instead of a woman who fears the Lord.

I hate porn because it robs men and women of the full joy of obedience.

I hate porn because it fractures trust between a husband and wife.

I hate porn because it is a diabolical, satanic activity that is subtly leading thousands upon thousands to hell.

I hate porn because it leads to disqualified pastors and impotent churches. (Pastors, if you are addicted to porn, you are disqualified, and you are killing your church!)

I hate porn because I suspect it’s the most significant reason we are not planting more churches and sending more missionaries.

I hate porn because it disqualifies gospel preachers who could fill the empty church buildings in my city and so many others.

I hate porn because of the disappointment children have to go through when their dad tells them why they lost their job or opportunity to lead in the church.

I hate porn because it teaches a distorted view of sex to children before it can be explained by loving parents.

I hate porn because I am tired of sitting in my living room with sobbing, confused, devastated wives and broken, embarrassed, condemned men who got caught.

I hate porn because it leads to rape, molestation and perversion that can devastate people for the rest of their lives.

I hate porn because it turns men inward and suffocates a man’s ambition to make God’s name hallowed.

I hate porn because it says sin, Satan and the world are more satisfying than our Triune God and his grace.

I hate porn because I hate ungodly guilt and condemnation.

I hate porn for the fear it induces in the hearts of parents everywhere that their child could stumble upon a sight and get addicted.

But I love Jesus.

I love Jesus because he loves people with porn problems.

I love Jesus because he is powerful to free porn-enslaved hearts.

He who knew no porn addiction became porn addiction so that the porn addict might become the righteousness of God in him.

He who had no sin became sin for you so that you may become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21).

In that one brilliant sentence, Paul puts an end to the porn problem.

Friend, you are no longer in Adam but in Jesus. Jesus became a substitute. It was as if he became the porn addict, by receiving the just penalty due for our perversion, and you became the righteous son or daughter of God with all its benefits.

Friend, in one act of Love and Justice, in the cross-work of Jesus, through faith in him, you are now clean, holy, accepted, forgiven and free. Let me say it again ... free!

I love Jesus. 

Eric Simmons is the lead pastor of Redeemer Arlington, a church just outside Washington D.C. (RedeemerArlington.com)
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