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Items found and used in a Catholic church- (RCIA class)
Keep in mind when you come to the church for Sunday Mass

 INCLUDEPICTURE "C:\\Documents and Settings\\Owner\\My Documents\\RCIA classes\\Preparing for Mass_files\\901bastx.gif" \* MERGEFORMAT 


Arrive before Mass begins.
Properly dispose of chewing gum before entering church.
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Turn off cell phones/pagers.

* Dip your fingers in Holy water and bless yourself making the sign of the cross   

   touching your forehead, chest and shoulders. Kneel down and bow your head

   To Jesus present in the tabernacle.
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Say an individual preparatory prayer.
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Settle in (and down) and place your heart and mind in the presence of the Lord.
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Participate and assist at the Mass devoutly by using the Missal to follow the priest, saying the Mass prayers as found in the prayer book, and singing hymns.
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Assisting in the Mass also means to unite fully with the priest in offering the Holy Sacrifice and to receive Holy Communion.
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Remember not to leave until after our celebrant, acting in the presence of Christ, has left the church.
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Leave the Lord's house neat and tidy by placing books back in the pew holder.
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Please take the Church Bulletin home with you.
Items found and used in a Catholic church- 1) The altar where the Holy Mass is offered. 2) The tabernacle in which the consecrated hosts are preserved. 3) The tabernacle lamp to invite attention to the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle. 4) The ambo or the table of the word used to read the word of God. 5) The sacristy where bread and wine, candles, thurible, incense, flowers, altar cloths and holy vessels, holy oils and altar decorations are kept. 6) The baptistery where people are baptized. 7)  The stations of the cross which depicts the scenes of the suffering, death and burial of Jesus. 8) The pews with shelves for misslets and song books where the people sit and kneel down during Holy Mass and other church services 9) Holy water vessels carrying Holy water. 10) Confessional where people confess their sins to the priest and obtain absolution for their sins from Jesus 11) Church lobby where people are welcomed  by the ushers. 12) The vestment room where the priest and altar servers put on the liturgical vestments. 

I tems used at the Mass: Books | Objects | Vestments 

Book of the Gospels: Contains only the Gospel readings. It is used on more solemn occasions and is carried by the deacon if it is used. 

Hymnal/Missalette: Contains all the parts of the mass for a specific season in the liturgical year including instructions on when to stand, sit, or kneel. 

Lectionary: Contains the scripture readings for Mass. It is carried in the procession by the lector and placed on the ambo. 

Sacramentary: Contains the opening prayer, prayer over the gifts, prayer after communion, and solemn blessings. Eucharistic prayers and prefaces for all of the masses including most special occasions.     

Vessels used in the Mass
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Aspergill:  A rod with small holes in the end allowing the sprinkling of Holy Water.   The aspersory is the portable vessel filled with Holy Water  The congretation is sprinkled with Holy Water prior to Sunday and Holydays in the Tridentine Rite  The practices stems from Psalm 50 ('sprinkle me with hyssop...I shall be made whiter than snow')
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Bell  Hollow metal vessel that emits a sound when rung   Large bells are in bell towers and are rung before Mass and at funerals.   Bells were rung at imminent death ('passing') and for the Angelus (dawn, noon and dusk).   Small bells are rung in Mass at the consecration of the bread and wine (1 time each).   Tridentine Rite: at the Sanctus (3X), the elevation (3X) and before the communion (3X)

Burse  The square case in which the folded corporal is placed,.   The term also applies to a leather packet in which a pyx is carried

Candles:  Represents Christ as the 'Light of the World' and the purity of God.   Pure beeswax represents Christ's 'spotless' Body, the wick His soul and the flame His divine and human natures.  Candles are blessed on Candlemas Day (the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple) .  The burning up ('consuming itself') of a votive candle at shrines, images and the Blessed Sacrament, symoblizes sacrifice

[image: image12.jpg]


Chalice:   Holds the consecrated wine which is the Blood of Christ  Must be gold or silver, or at least gilt inside   Represents the 'cup' used at the Last Supper (Luke 22:17) and the 'cup' of the Passion (Luke 22:42).   Stands for the Sacred Heart of Jesus (John 19:34) from which our redemption flows,.   At the start of Mass, it is covered with the folded purificator and pall. Communion Cups : Chalice like vessels used at communion when the people receive from the cup. They are kept on the Credence Table and brought to the Altar at communion time. 
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Ciborium:   The vessel, with a lid, which is used to hold the consecrated Hosts.   It must be gold, silver or gilt and the name is derived from 'cibus' (food).  It is used to distribute the Hosts to communicants and to store the Hosts in the Tabernacle.   It is covered with a veil.

Corporal:  The cloth ('corpus' meaning 'body') on which the chalice and Host are placed after consecration.  Represents the sheet in which the body of Christ was wrapped for burial. [image: image14.jpg]


 It is folded in three from all sides and stored in a burse.  It is also placed underneath a Monstrance

Cruet:  Small vessels that hold the water and wine (for the chalice) used during Mass. Decanter or Flagon: The bottle or pitcher like vessel used to hold the wine which will be consecrated at mass for the communion of the people. It is brought forth with the gifts. 

Incense:  A mixture of various spices and aromatic resin burned in a censer (also called a thurible).  The censer is filled with hot coals; incense itself is stored in a small vessel call a boat. [image: image15.jpg]


 Incense was burned in the Jewish Temple with a precise mixture of spices, including frankincense.  Burning represents zeal of the faith, aroma the odor of Christian virtue, and smoke the rising of prayers to God.  The swinging of the censor is a mark of honor toward the person or object being incensed.  The Paschal Candles' five grains of incense represent the spices in the sheet on Christ's dead body 

Luna:  Round (from the Latin 'moon') hinged case with glass from and back, in the center of the Monstrance.  The lunette is a circular case which fits in the luna and holds the Host
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Missal:  The 'mass book' containing the prayers, Scriptures and ceremonies of the Church
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Monstrance:  Large metal object (also called ostensorium) used to display the Blessed Sacrament.  It is usually made of gold and often decorated with jewels.  Used in processions as well as exposition and benediction of the Blessed Sacrament

Pall:  Small square piece of starched linen (sometimes with cardboard inside) that covers the chalice.  Represents the stone rolled against Christ's sepulchre (tomb). 

  A larger cloth, also called a pall, covers coffins at funerals 
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Paten:   The plate/dish (Latin patena) on which the Host is laid.  Must be gold, silver or gilt inside.  Communion patens may be attached to sticks and held beneath the chin of communicants.  Like the chalice, it must be consecrated by a bishop

Purificator:  Oblong piece of linen folded three times and placed over the chalice.  Used by the priest to wipe the inside of the chalice, his fingers and his mouth (when needed)
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Pyx:   Small container (Greek meaning 'box') that holds the consecrated Host taken to the sick. 

Veil:  A small cloth which covers the chalice, paten and pall.  The veil is the same liturgical color, material and design as the vestments of the priest.   Ancient method of covering/concealing, particular holy things (i.e. the Holy of Holies)

 Priest’s Liturgical Vestments

ALB:  long white garment which can be used by all liturgical ministers. It is a reminder of the baptismal garment worn when the new Christian "put on Chirst." 
CINCTURE:  long cord used for fastening some albs at the waist. It holds the loose-fitting type of alb in place and is used to adjust it to proper length. It is usually white, although the liturgical color of the day may be used. 
STOLE: long cloth "scarf." According to the manner in which it worn it is the mark of the Office of the priest or deacon. A priest wears it around the neck, letting it hang down in front. A deacon wears it over his left shoulder, fastening it at his right side. 
CHASUBLE: The sleveless outer garment, slipped over the head, hanging down from the shoulders covering the alb and stole of the priest. It is the proper Mass vestment for the main celebrant and its color varies according to the feast. 

DALMATIC:  loose-fitting robe with open sides and wide sleeves worn by a deacon on more solemn feasts. It takes its color from the liturgical feast as listed above. 
CASSOCK:  long black garment worn by Altar Servers under the Surplice. Also worn by Diocesan Priests (Black), Monsignors (Rose), Bishops (Violet), Cardinals (Red), and the Pope (white). 
SURPLICE:This is a wied-sleeved garment, slipped over the head, covering the shoulders, and coming down below the hips. It is worn over the cassock. 
COPE: A cape-like garment which is put over the shoulders and hangs to the ankles, it is open in the front and worn by a priest or deacon in processions at Benediction and in other services. 
BENEDICTION VEIL: Also called the humeral veil. This is a long narrow shawl-like vestment used at Benediction. 

Vestment Colors: The colors of the outer vestments worn during Mass are:
White: signifies purity of soul and holiness. White vestments are worn on feasts of Our Lord, the Blessed Virgin, saints who were not martyrs, and during the Easter season

Red: signifies the shedding of blood and burning love. Red is used on the feasts of the Holy Ghost, the passion of Our Lord, and martyrs;
Green: signifies hope. Green is used on the Sundays outside of Advent, Lent, and the Christmas and Easter season;
Violet: signifies penance. Violet is worn in Lent, Advent, and on penitential days;
 Rose: signifies joy in the midst of penance. Rose may be used instead of violet on the third Sunday of Advent and on the fourth Sunday of Lent.
Gold: used on solemn occasions in place of white, red, or green vestments. 
