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28- Veneration of Mary and Marian dogmas (L)

Non-Catholic Christians presume that Catholics give too much honor to Mary without any Biblical support. Some non-Christians think that Catholics adore Mary as a goddess who gave birth to their God Jesus. The truth is that Catholics adore and worship only God. But they honor, love and venerate Mary as the most saintly and Spirit-filled woman and seek her intercession, based on scriptural reasons. Catholics believe that while enjoying the glory of heaven, Mary is still lovingly concerned with the struggles of Christ's Body on earth. So she constantly prays for our needs with a mother's love. But Catholics believe that Mary's intercession is entirely dependent on Jesus' role as the great Mediator (I Timothy 2:5). Jesus is the One Way to the Father (John 14:6). Hence, all prayers to the Father must go through Jesus. Mary's intercessory prayers for us are no exception; she, too, prays to the Father in Jesus' Name. 
Reasons why we honor Mary:
1)   Reason given by Mary in “Magnificat:” “All generations (ages) will call me blessed” because the “The Mighty One has done great things for me” (Luke 1:49).  It is right to honor a person whom God has honored by granting her the following blessings (“great things”).
 a) He has chosen Mary as the mother of Jesus.  Since Jesus is God, Mary is the “Mother of God” (Theotokos); since Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah or the “Anointed One,” Mary is the mother of Christ, and since Jesus is the promised “Savior,” Mary is the mother of the Savior. (“therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God” Lk1: 35)
b) He has filled her with His Holy Spirit twice, namely at the Annunciation ("The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God” Lk1: 35) and at Pentecost. Thus she is venerable as the most Spirit-filled woman.
c) He has made her “full of grace,” the paragon or embodiment of all virtues. ("Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!" Lk 1: 28) 
d) He has allowed her to become the most active participant with Christ, her Son, in our redemption by suffering in mind what Jesus suffered in body. 
2) Mary is our heavenly mother.  Jesus gave us his mother as our mother from the cross: “Woman, behold your son.” … “Behold your mother” (John 19: 26-27).
3) Mary is the supreme model of all virtues, especially holiness of life (full of grace), obedience to the will of God (“fiat”) and true humility (“Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me as you wish”). 
Marian dogmas: The Catholic Church honored Mary by proclaiming four major Marian dogmas as official doctrines of Catholic faith based on Holy Scripture and tradition. They are the dogmas of her Divine Maternity, Perpetual Virginity, Immaculate Conception and Assumption into heaven. 

1) The dogma of Mary’s divine maternity: This dogma declaring Mary as the mother of God (Theotokos = “God​-Bearer”), proclaimed at the third ecumenical Council of Ephesus in A.D. 431, is generally accepted by all Christian denominations. The basis of the dogma is the truth that Jesus has both the Divine nature and a human nature in one person. Hence, the man-Christ is God-Christ as well, and his mother is God’s mother. The feast of the Divine Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary was instituted by Pope Pius XI (1931), to commemorate the 1500th anniversary of the Council of Ephesus. 
2) The dogma of Mary’s perpetual virginity: This dogma means that before and after giving birth to Jesus, Mary was a virgin, and that she remained a virgin for the rest of her life. Joseph never had relations with her, and she never physically bore any other children. Although the Perpetual Virginity of Mary has never been officially proclaimed as a Marian Dogma of the Catholic Church, because of its universal acceptance and continued reference to it in Papal documents throughout the history of the Catholic Church, it has come to be accepted as a fourth Marian Dogma. Consequently, it can be said that the perpetual virginity of Mary is a Catholic Dogma by virtue of the ordinary and universal Magisterium. The Protestant reformers like Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Ulrich Zwingli affirmed their belief in Mary’s perpetual virginity. 

While the Bible does mention the "brothers" and "sisters" of Jesus (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3), they are never called the sons and daughters of the Virgin Mary because they are not her children. Mark 15:40 mentions a woman called "Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses". James and Joses are two of the "brethren" of Jesus mentioned in Matthew 13:55, so this woman is clearly their mother, not the Mother of Jesus. This "other Mary" (Mt 28:1) is mentioned in John 19:25 as "Mary, the wife of Cleophas", the "sister" of Jesus' mother ("sister" here probably refers to a sister-in-law, since they are both called Mary). So James and Joses are the sons of Cleophas and the other Mary, who are most likely Jesus' uncle and aunt on Joseph's side. Since Simon and Jude are mentioned with James and Joses, they are probably also Jesus' cousins. The fact that the Bible calls them "brothers" does not contradict this. In that culture, as in many Middle Eastern cultures today, the term "brother" was used for many relatives who were not full siblings, such as half- or step-brothers, brothers-in-law, nephews, cousins of various degrees, etc. So Jesus' "brothers and sisters" were really His cousins; Scripture calls them "brothers and sisters" in accord with the custom of the time. 

3) The dogma of Immaculate Conception: The Immaculate Conception is a dogma based mainly on Christian tradition and theological reasoning. It was defined in 1854 by Pope Pius IX as a dogma of faith through Ineffabilis Deus.
Definition: “From the first moment of her conception, Mary was preserved immune from original sin by the singular grace of God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, savior of human race” (CCC #491). This means that original sanctity, innocence and justice were conferred upon her, and that she was exempted from all the  evil effects of original sin, excluding sorrow, pain, disease and death which are temporal penalties given to Adam. (Catholic Encyclopedia).

Proofs: (A) From tradition: The Immaculate Conception is a dogma originating from sound Christian tradition. Monks in Palestinian monasteries started celebrating the feast of the Conception of Our Lady by the end of 7th century. The feast spread as the Feast of Immaculate Conception in Italy (9th century), England (11th century), and France (12th century). Pope Leo VI propagated the celebration and Pope Sixtus IV approved it as a feast. Finally, in 1854, Pope Pius IX declared the Immaculate Conception to be a dogma of faith. Mary herself approved it by declaring to Bernadette at Lourdes, “I am the Immaculate Conception."

(B) From Holy Scripture: 1- God purified the prophet Jeremiah in the womb of his mother and anointed John the Baptist with His Holy Spirit before John’s birth. (Jer. 1/5: “Before I formed you in the womb of your mother I knew you and before you were born, I consecrated you”). Hence, it is reasonable that God kept the mother of His Son free from all sins from the first moment of her origin.

2- The angel saluted Mary as “full of grace.” The greeting means that she was never, even for a moment, a slave of sin and the devil.

3- Gen. 3/15: “I will put enmity between you and the woman and her seed shall crush your head.” The woman stands for Mary, and the promise would not be true if Mary had original sin.

(C)-Argument from reason: 1-If we were allowed to select our mother, we would select the most beautiful, healthy and saintly lady. So did Jesus. (Bishop Sheen).

2-The All-holy God cannot be born from a woman who was a slave of the devil, even for a moment in her life.

4) The dogma of Mary’s Assumption into heaven states that "Mary, the Immaculate perpetually Virgin Mother of God, after the completion of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into the glory of heaven" (Pope Pius XII, Munificentissimus Deus, 1950).  This belief was defined as a dogma of Catholic faith by Pope Pius XII on 1st November 1950 by the papal document, Munificentimus Deus. 

Reasons why we believe in the dogma of Assumption (as explained by Pope Pius XII in the papal document, Munificentimus Deus):

1) The uninterrupted tradition about Mary’s death and assumption starting from the first century.  [Examples: Transitus Mariae, the apocryphal first century book, the teaching of early Church Fathers like Origen (3rd century), Jerome & Augustine (5th century) and many later Fathers of the Church.]
2) The belief expressed in all the ancient liturgies of the Church which originated in the first few centuries. 
3) The negative evidence of the absence and veneration of a tomb of Mary while most of the apostles had venerated tombs.
4) The possibility of bodily assumption warranted in the Old Testament in the cases of Enoch (Gen. 5:24), and especially Elijah (II Kg. 2:1). Mary is far superior to Enoch and Elijah as the holy mother of Jesus. 

5) Book of Revelation (12:1): "A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and her head a crown of 12 stars." Notwithstanding the chronological aspect of the text, the Church has interpreted this passage as referring to the Blessed Mother who has been assumed into the glory of heaven and crowned as Queen of Heaven and Earth, and as Mother of the Church. 

5) The theological reasons. a) The degeneration of the body after death is the consequence of "original sin," and Mary as “immaculately conceived,” is exempted from the post-mortem decay of the body.  b) As receiver of the fullness of grace and holiness and as co-redeemer, Mary’s place is with her son Jesus, the redeemer, in the abode of holiness, heaven. (Fr. Tony) L
Additional resources: 

1) http://maryimmaculate.tripod.com/marian7.html (Defense of Marian dogmas) 

2) http://maryimmaculate.tripod.com/marian4.html (Immaculate Conception)
3) http://www.ewtn.com/faith/teachings/maryc3c.htm (On Assumption)
4) http://maryimmaculate.tripod.com/marian8.html (Mary’s Assumption)
5) http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/2001/0102sbs.asp (Immaculate Conception)
6) http://www.catholic.com/library/Immaculate_Conception_and_Assum.asp
	


