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The history of papacy and the role of Pope in the Catholic Church (L)
The Papacy is the term for the office and the authority of the Pope in Rome, the successor to Saint Peter as Bishop of Rome and human head of the universal Church. As the spiritual head of all Christendom and a visible symbol of unity in the Church, the Pope is also called “the Pontiff” (shortened English word for the Latin pontifex, bridge-builder), “the Holy Father,” and “the Vicar of Christ.” The title Pope stems from the Greek word papas, which simply means "father." Early in Christian history, Papas was used as a formal title expressing affectionate respect for any Bishop and sometimes even for priests. Today the Pope is the supreme human legislative, executive, and judicial authority in the Roman Catholic Church.  
Biblical basis: Doctrinally, the Pope is regarded as the successor of St. Peter, leader of the Apostles after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In Matthew 16:15, Christ asked his disciples: “Who do you say that I am?” When Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus told Peter that this had been revealed to him not by man, by God the Father. Peter’s given name was Simon, but Christ told him, “You are Peter”—a Greek word, Cephas, translated into Latin as Petrus, which means “rock”—“and upon this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.” From this declaration comes the Latin phrase, Ubi Petrus, ibi ecclesia: "Wherever Peter is, there is the Church." Catholics believe that the Bishop of Rome inherits the mantle of Peter, Jesus' Apostle, to whom He entrusted the administration of His church after His death, rising and ascension. Peter travelled to Rome where he is believed to have established a Christian community before he was martyred. All Popes are, then, successors of Peter, not only as leading the Christian community in Rome, but also as leading the Christian community in general. The Church is the Body of Christ (Ephesians 5:23). Christ established only one Church—one Body—so that there would not be multiple “bodies” with conflicting doctrines. After all, God cannot contradict Himself. Christ also wanted His Church to be visible, so all may see that the Church is indeed one, just as Christ and the Father are one (John 17:22). 
Papacy of the First Millennium: In all probability, Peter named a successor to his office before he died and that from that point successors were either named by a reigning pope or elected by the successors to the apostles after his death. (http://www.catholicthinker.net/peter-the-papacy). But there is no written historical   evidence of a single bishop of Rome as successor of Peter, presiding over churches in the city. The early Fathers of the Church assert that the martyrs Linus and Anacletus were the second and third successors of Peter. According to Catholic Encyclopedia (http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm),   history bears complete testimony that from the very earliest times the Roman See has claimed supreme headship in the Church, and that that headship has been freely acknowledged by the Universal Church. St. Clement, a disciple of the Apostles, who, after Linus and Anacletus, succeeded St. Peter as the fourth in the list of Popes, in his "Epistle to the Corinthians," written in 95 or 96, acknowledges his Papal predecessors.  The first Pope who was actually a single Bishop presiding over the diocese of Rome was Pius I (142-155). At first, the Bishop of Rome was chosen the way all other bishops were chosen: through a general election by the people he would shepherd. Over time, both Bishops and nobility in the area around Rome took on more and more of a role in electing Rome’s Bishop. Eventually, the will of the people was consulted on only a perfunctory basis — and sometimes not at all. Eventually, it came to pass that the election of the Pope had to be ratified by the emperor, not by the people of Rome he would be serving. This pointed to the fact that Popes had become more involved with European politics than with local pastoral duties. But the Roman Empire “fell” in the wake of Alaric’s sacking of Rome in 410. It was Pope Leo I who, in 452, went outside Rome to meet Attila the Hun and convinced him to withdraw his forces from the city of Rome. Pontiffs then became the real temporal rulers over the city of Rome and its surrounding regions. Popes raised and led armies, imposed taxes, and made decisions about who could live where.

Politics resulting in the Great Schism: Papal involvement in temporal politics expanded well beyond the borders of Rome. On Christmas Day of the year 800, Leo III crowned Charlemagne as Holy Roman Emperor. This solidified the imperial protection of the Papacy and established the precedent that the supreme political authority in Europe acknowledged the spiritual Lordship of the supreme religious authority. At the same time, this alliance of the political and religious rulers of the West became an important stepping stone towards the ultimate schism between the Eastern and Western churches. Matters came to a head in 1052, when secular Norman rulers insisted that Greek churches in Italy conform to standard Latin practices. The patriarch of the Greek Church in turn demanded that Latin churches in Constantinople conform to Greek customs. When these Latin churches refused to comply, he simply had them closed. Because the issue could not be resolved in 1054, that is the year usually given for the final break between East and West.

Papacy in the second millennium:  Something like the Papacy we know today began under Pope Gregory VII, elected in 1073. Under Gregory, papal power became the basis of everything, a principle that would have been foreign to Christians during most of the first millennium and which is still rejected by Christians in the East — and of course Protestants. According to the late Cardinal Yves Congar, Gregory "ended up by making the Church itself into a legal institution." In its relations with temporal powers, the Church "was led to adopt very much the same attitudes as the temporal power itself, to conceive of itself as a society, as a power, when in reality it is a communion, with ministers, servants." The Pope at this time became the monarch we now know. Some of the most influential, powerful, and important Popes in history ruled in the period between Gregory VII and the Protestant Reformation. During the same time, though, some of the worst and most corrupt Popes reigned as well. The more centralized power becomes, the fewer checks, balances, and oversight remain to play a role, and the greater becomes the likelihood of corruption — even among those with the best of intentions. Whereas Papal corruption during the first millennium tended to be limited to Rome and Italy, Papal corruption in the second millennium radiated throughout Europe and beyond.

Reaction as Protestant Reformation: This corruption was a primary force producing the Protestant Reformation. There were other social, political, and economic influences at work as well, but the corruptions and problems that had afflicted the church for almost 500 years certainly took their toll. Whereas the schism between East and West ostensibly turned on theological disagreements (alongside political undercurrents), the schism within Europe ostensibly turned on corruption, crime and alleged violations of the basic principles of Christianity. From the Protestant Reformation until the mid-20th century, the Catholic Church was essentially on the defensive. First it had to react to the Reformation. Then it had to react to the Enlightenment. Then it had to react to the modern development of liberal democracies and religious pluralism. Then it had to react to the growth of political ideologies like nationalism, Communism, and Fascism.

Papacy limited to Vatican City : In 1860, the Papal army (yes, the Pope still had a real army at this late date), was defeated at Castelfidardo and the Papal State was absorbed into the kingdom of Italy. In 1870, Italian forces finally occupied Rome itself. From that point on, Popes retained temporal control over just the land in the Vatican. Relations between Italy and the Vatican were not fully stabilized until Pope Pius XI formalized a concordat with Benito Mussolini in 1929 establishing Vatican City as an independent political entity with civil but not national power. Reactionary defensiveness against modernity began to take a back seat with the Second Vatican Council. Rather than simply fight against everything modern, Pope John XXIII decided to adapt the church to as much of modernity as seemed feasible. Mass would be said in the vernacular rather than Latin. The monarchial papacy would be softened with more collegiality on every level. Biblical interpretations could be informed by modern understandings of language, science, and history. Today the Papacy is as much on the offensive as on the defensive. Communism and Fascism are largely gone; nationalism isn’t nearly as much of an issue as it used to be. Secularism and indifference towards religion are, however, regarded as serious issues. John Paul II did much to reverse many of the more extreme modernist trends of the Second Vatican Council: restoring the monarchial Papacy, reshaping collegial role, and asserting a greater political role for the Church. His thoughtful writings, world travels, attention to people -- young, old and of all walks of life and his personal gifts of presence, effectiveness in speaking and willingness to interact lovingly with everyone showed the world a living, loving, just God in action among men.

Modern Role of the Pope: The Pope, serving as visible symbol of unity, is an assurance to the Catholic faithful that they are members of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church founded by Christ. But the Pope is also the chief administrator of the Church. He appoints Bishops and the Cardinals, who will elect his successor. He is the final arbiter of both administrative and doctrinal disputes. While doctrinal matters are normally resolved by an ecumenical council (a meeting of all of the Bishops of the Church), such a council can only be called by the Pope, and its decisions are not official until confirmed by the Pope. One such council, the First Vatican Council of 1870, recognized the doctrine of Papal infallibility. While some non-Catholic Christians regard it as a novelty, this doctrine is simply a full understanding of Christ’s response to Peter, that it was God the Father who had revealed to him that Jesus was the Christ. Papal infallibility does not mean that the Pope can never do anything wrong. However, when, like Peter, he is speaking on matters of faith and morals and intends to instruct the whole Church by defining a doctrine, the Church teaches that he is protected by the Holy Spirit and cannot speak in error. Despite concerns about the doctrine of Papal infallibility, both some Protestants and some Eastern Orthodox Churches recognize the desirability of a visible head of all Christians, and they have a deep respect for the moral force of the office, especially as exercised by such recent popes as John Paul II and Benedict XVI. Only time will reveal to us what the Holy Spirit intends for us in the next stage of our journey to God as Church, but one thing must be clear: nothing about the current external and man-made structures of power and authority has been present since the beginning. Everything has changed and evolved under the guiding Hand of the Holy Spirit and will continue to do so as He directs. Currently a stumbling block to Protestant churches, the Papacy is essential to the nature of the Catholic Church. Having been instituted by Christ Himself, the Papacy cannot be abandoned. Instead, Christians of good will of all denominations need to engage in a dialogue to come to a deeper understanding of how the Papacy was meant to unite us, rather than divide us.  (L-13)
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