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13- Catholic teaching on abortion- L/12: Importance of human life from conception to natural death: It is a medical fact that human lives begin at conception as taught in all medical and nursing schools. From this scientific consensus about when and how human life begins, it follows that we should all respect human life from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death. Catholic theology teaches that a soul enters a human body at the moment of its conception. Hence, all types of abortion kill human persons. As our Holy Father puts it, the first right that everybody has is "the inviolable right of every innocent being to life" (Donum Vitae). "All human beings, from their mother’s womb, belong to God who searches them and knows them, who forms them and knits them together with his own hands, who gazes on them when they are tiny shapeless embryos and already sees in them the adults of tomorrow..." (Pope John Paul II's 1995 Pro-life Encyclical The Gospel of Life –“Evangelium Vitae.”, #61).  The pro-life teachings of the Catholic Church are not based only on sacred Scripture in which God reveals to us the divine creation and the divine destiny of human life. They are also based upon what is commonly called "natural law," the divine law written in our hearts and knowable by human reason. "From the time that the ovum is fertilized, a life is begun which is neither that of the father nor the mother; it is rather the life of a new human being with his own growth...Modern genetic science offers clear confirmation. It has demonstrated that from the first instant there is established the program of what this living being will be" (#60). 

Dreadful Facts: The number of unborn children slaughtered in the wombs of their mothers in the last 25 years is 1200 million in the world and 37 million in the U.S.A. (4400 per day in the U.S.). Nearly half of pregnancies among American women are unintended, and about four in 10 of these are terminated by abortion.  From 1973 through 2008, nearly 50 million legal abortions occurred in the U.S. Almost half of women and men in the US over the age of 40 have experienced an abortion. (The number of people killed on 9/11 is close to 3000. During the dictatorship of Hitler, some 6 million Jews lost their lives in 12 years). The governments in most of the countries financially support, promote and encourage the abortion industry.  

Scripture, Tradition and Abortion: Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves "the creative action of God." "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you" (Jer 1:5): Hence, the  life of every individual, from its very beginning, is part of God's plan. Expressions of awe and wonder at God's intervention in the life of a child in its mother's womb occur again and again in the Psalms (for example, Pss. 22:10-11; 71:6; 139:13-14). The earliest Christian manual of discipline, the second-century Didache, clearly rejects abortion. The Church Fathers do the same. Every major Council to consider abortion has condemned it. Vatican II called abortion a "disgrace" (Gaudium et spes, #27). In a passage which retains all its relevance today,  the Second Vatican Council, forcefully condemned a number of crimes and attacks against human life: "Whatever is opposed to life itself, such as any type of murder, genocide, abortion, euthanasia, or willful self-destruction, whatever violates the integrity of the human person, such as mutilation, torments inflicted on body or mind, attempts to coerce the will itself; whatever insults human dignity, such as subhuman living conditions, arbitrary imprisonment, deportation, slavery, prostitution, the selling of women and children; as well as disgraceful working conditions, where people are treated as mere instruments of gain rather than as free and responsible persons; all these things and others like them are infamies indeed. They poison human society, and they do more harm to those who practice them than to those who suffer from the injury. Moreover, they are a supreme dishonor to the Creator." Pope John Paul II's encyclical The Gospel of Life is a bold and prophetic defense of life.  In The Gospel of Life, our Holy Father says: All of sacred Scripture shows such profound respect for human life, as the work of God’s hands, that it "requires as a logical consequence" that the commandment "You shall not kill" be extended to the unborn (even if abortion is not mentioned by name in Scripture). How else could one read that marvelous revelation in Genesis that all humans are made in God's image (Gn 1:26)? How else, he asks, could one read the Psalms— references to God's love for human life forming in the womb? (Pss 1:4-5; 71:6; 22:10-11). 

Morality of abortion: Abortion is morally evil and a grave sin because: 1) The Bible teaches that life is a gift of God, and, hence, we have to respect it from womb to tomb. Abortion attempts to destroy a work of God. Based on the word of God, the Church teaches that an unborn child, from the moment of its conception in its mother’s womb, is precious because it carries an immortal soul. In reference to pregnant women, the term "with child" occurs twenty-six times in the Bible. The term "with fetus" never occurs. The Bible never uses anything less than human terms to describe the unborn (Exodus 21:22-23). In Luke, chapter one, verses 36 and 41, we are told that Elizabeth conceived a "son" and that the "babe" leaped in her womb. God does not say that a "fetus" leaped in her womb! Elizabeth greets Mary (in her early pregnancy) as ‘my Lord’s mother.” If God allows a child to be conceived, then God obviously has a plan for unborn children (Jer. 1:5; Lk. 1:13-17; Gen. 4:25; Jud. 13:3-5), and so to abort an unborn child is to stop a plan of God: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you" (Jeremiah 1: 5).  Psalm 139: 13: "You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother's womb. I praise you, so wonderfully you made me; wonderful are your works!" 

2) It is God’s commandment that we shall not kill. (Exodus 20: 13: “You shall not kill"). The circumstances of how the baby was conceived do not change the evil of abortion: it is still a baby who is killed. Any tiny human embryo can grow into a child, and modern medical technology can enable it to survive outside its mother’s womb after five and a half months. At two weeks pregnancy, the "fetus" can move alone. The embryo’s heart starts beating from the 25th day and its brain starts functioning on the 40th day. Unfortunately, the Jews still consider that life begins after birth. No wonder, the Jews are for choice. Deuteronomy 27:25 says, "Cursed be he that takes reward to slay an innocent person. And all the people shall say, Amen," and abortion involves the shedding of innocent blood. RU-486 abortion pills inhibit pregnancy hormones and 1-7 weeks old child is evicted from the womb. Hence, all types of abortions are violations of the fifth commandment. Although the Church opposes all direct abortions, it does not condemn procedures which result, indirectly, in the loss of the unborn child as a "secondary effect."

3) International Law forbids the killing of innocent, defenseless people. Abortion is the killing of a defenseless child in its safest abode by its own mother, mostly for selfish motives. 
4) Abortion harms women physically, emotionally, psychologically, socially and spiritually. 93% of the abortions in America are for convenience. The mother's health is an issue only 3% of the time, and the baby's health is an issue 3% of the time. Rape or incest are issues only 1% of the time. Ninety-three percent of all abortions in America are performed because of selfishness, just because someone doesn't want a child! 

5) Advocates of pro-choice follow a dangerous principle of far-reaching consequences in society. If it is justifiable to kill unwanted children by abortion, then the old, the sick, the handicapped, the mentally ill, and the retarded can also be killed.
The fallacy of pro-choice argument: The pro-choice group argues that that a woman simply must be allowed to make a choice about the life of the baby within, because pregnancy so intimately affects the mother’s body and the course of her life; and the baby is completely dependent upon her for sustenance. But such a choice is intrinsically evil because it affects the right of the child to live. Abortion remains a bad choice, even if someone is trying to use it as a means to a good end, like "freedom," or "relief from suffering," for the mother. This argument ignores the basic moral argument that it is wrong to use bad means to reach a good end. The unborn child may be inside the mother, and rely on the mother for life itself, but he or she is a genetically distinct human being with his or her own development and destiny. Besides, choosing an abortion to bring about short-term "relief" regularly leads to unhappiness, depression, marital failure, even suicidal behavior in post-abortion women for years, sometimes decades, after the abortion. Abortion advocates might still insist on a woman’s choice to abort because they feel so strongly that unplanned childbearing or child-rearing is unfairly burdensome to a woman and too destructive of her life plans. But that is no argument for killing the babies! A mother’s freedom of choice is like the freedom of the powerful mother to subjugate the weak one – her unborn child. So it is an abuse of freedom. When a culture embraces the idea that "freedom" means "me" and "my opinion," and leaves God out, abortion comes in with a vengeance. And the powerless child is killed. 
What should a Christian do?

1) We need to respect and protect all forms of human life from conception to natural death; we need to work and pray vigorously to end the culture of death. 
2) We need to speak and act against abortion in private and public forums. Protecting human life is no more a sectarian creed than the Declaration of Independence is a sectarian document. Because all rights depend on life, the right to life is the most fundamental issue of all; if that is eliminated, the rest will follow.
3) We need to work to have the government enact anti-abortion, anti-euthanasia and anti-Physician-assisted suicide laws; these killings violate justice, and therefore the command of God to love one another. 
4) We need to give real care, support and assistance to mothers with unwanted pregnancies, contemplating abortion. Helping a woman choose life affirms and empowers her. 
5) We need to teach the Church’s doctrines on abortion. The Church cares about the women who have had abortions, forgives them, heals them, brings them peace with God, with their lost children and with themselves. The Church promises any woman who has had an abortion that if she truly repents of her sin, she will find welcome and forgiveness. However, she has to understand the fact that abortion is a mortal sin, and it brings an automatic excommunication upon those who procure it, perform it, or cooperate in it. But abortion has become legal and so common place in the US that bishops have delegated the lifting of any ex-communication due to abortion to priests in the confessional. (L/12)
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4) http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/2009/0902fea4.asp- Pro abortion fallacies
5) http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/CU/ac0902.asp (In support of life)
6) http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/CU/ac0995.asp (Gospel of life)

7) http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/CU/ac0798.asp (Ethics of life)

8) http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/CU/ac0898.asp (Church teaching on abortion)

9) http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/2000/0009fea4.asp (This is my body argument)

10 ) Extensive resources : http://emmerich1.com/ABORTION.htm 
12) Abortion library: http://www.catholicsforchoice.org/topics/abortion/keypubs.asp 
